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Redeveloping Waldorf

San. Middleton
leading succassful
maoakeowver of the town

From the Waldor farm where he haz
lived all of his 53 vears, state Sen, Thomas
M. "Mae™ Middicton (D-Charles) has
walched his hometown change in ways he
nEver expected.

When Middleton was born, Waldorf was a
small farming commmunify with 2 post office,
& railmad station and a handful of general
Shores.

in the 1955, as casinos and holels
sprouted along Roate 300, the hiphway that
cuts throwgh town, it became a tourist
destinatbon,

That changed in ihe 19s when slo
machines were outlawed and the easinos
were replaced by restaurants and shops. And
whén Charles became one of the fastest-
Erowing counties in Maryland in the 1880
and 1990, Waldor! emerged as the counly’s
retall center, with shopping centers and strip
malls lining Route 301

Now, on the eve of the next millenniom
Middleton sald Waldor! is a town in seanch of
its soul

“Waldorf i= just happening on iis owmn,”
the senator sabd.

*Dipviously, il"s developed, bat it has
developed without a vision or & fee] for how
we want it to be.®

In recent vears, Middlelon has worked to
change that. His goal is now being realized.

In 1958, the senator sssembled a groop of
Waldorl business people o suggest ways lo
improve development of the unincorporated
towm of 43,000 residents and 1,200 businesses.
The group determined the county must
extablizh planning guidelines and an
architectural theme for Waldorf.

The Charles County Conymission in July
appointed 3 committes of Waldor! residents
to draft a “subares plan® for the town that
will draft the guidslines Middleton's group
suggested.
created mibes that coeald be used to approve
city-style development in the town, such as

Vishon for the future: Sen, Thomes M. “Mec™ Middlston (D-Charles) stands in front of the
Hamilvon Centre |l on Rowte 925 in Waldorf. Middleton, a lifelong resident of the
wnincorporated town, has led a campaign to redevelop it

taller buildings and sidewalk-lined
that mix shops and homes.
Meanwhile, Waldor{-based Chaney
Enterprizes Ine. bas proposed redeveloping
00 acres in boen. Elsewhere, an Alexandria,
Va., developer has annminced & plan to build
twin seven-story office towers in lown,

at’

"We need (o make it pleasant to look huﬁ.mmlmﬂ

government Jeaders are thinking about ways using Center
Lo take advantage of the state’s Smart nrated town
Growih propram, which seeks to conirel .
suburban spraw] by channeling grewth inlo Al 4

older towns like Waldorf, FE

Evwen in Charles County, Waldorf i=n't i
Flata, the county seal, recently embarked on | corparate ks ﬂ%
& “visioning plan.” Meanwhile, the county ke Besche 0l Co. and i
commission has appointed a committes to ﬁhhﬂﬁmfm:ﬂh
draff a subares plan for Bryans Road, the - 'w“?ﬁ“ﬁmu
unincorporated town western Charles tosm. . Busines: pets up otn L
Nearby Indian Head i= also in the midst of a mwmrﬂﬂﬂw :
revitalization effert. E :

But it is Waldorf, the biggest town in [ ) e e *ﬁ%-
Charles County, that seems to have captured % Shanmon's Word. President
the imagination of county business pecple. | Joseph I Shiannion Jr. is exciied abou

planning for Waldorf"s future. Sec page 11
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